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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT PROPOSES APPOINT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SECRETARY GENERAL MAHMOUD MESTIRI 
AS NEW AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON 

REF: TUNIS A-222, DEC. 15, 1970 

1. HASSEN FODHA, CHEF DU CABINET FOR FOREIGN MINISTER 
MASMOUDI, INFORMED ME TODAY, OCT. 1, THAT YESTERDAY GOT 
SENT INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON TO SEEK 
AGREEMENT FOR SECRETARY GENERAL MAHMOUD MESTIRI. 

2. COMMENT: REPLACEMENT OF PRESENT AMBASSADOR SLAHEDDINE 
EL-GOULLI COMES AS NO SURPRISE. IT HAS LONG BEEN RUMORED 
THAT HE WOULD BE LEAVING, NO DOUBT PARTLY BECAUSE HE DOES 
NOT GET ALONG WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MASMOUDI. MESTIRI IS 

A BRIGHT, ABLE, FRIENDLY AND EXPERIENCED DIPLOMAT WHO, 

BEFORE ASSUMING HIS POSITION AS SECRETARY GENERAL, SERVED 
FOR THREE YEARS AS AMBASSADOR TO BONN. HE SERVED AS TUNISIA'S 
ASSISTANT/PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE AT UN FROM 1961 TO 1964 AND AS 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE FROM 1967 TO 1969. FROM 1969 
TO 1970 HE WAS AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 
PRIOR TO HIS BONN ASSIGNMENT. HE IS CONSIDERED ONE OF GOT 
EXPERTS ON SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. HE IS DIVORCED AND SPEAKS 
REASONABLY FLUENT ENGLISH IN ADDITION TO EXCELLENT FRENCH. 
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